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Welcome to Our 2026 Year 9 Options Booklet 
  
Over the next few weeks, you will be making important decisions in your education and begin to plan for 
your future career. A lot of help, guidance and support will be available to you from our careers leader (Mr 
Johnson), your head of year, subject teachers and form tutor. The choices you make now are very important 
as they will form the basis of your future career options, so take time to ask questions and use the 
resources available to you. 
  
Stoke High School’s core values of ‘Respect, Inspire, Achieve’ underpin our curriculum and therefore 
inform the options that we offer. Our Key Stage Four provision builds on the content in Key Stage Three, 
allowing you to specialise and study your chosen subjects in greater depth, preparing for a series of 
examinations in May/June 2028. 
  
We want to inspire you to aim high, so you have a huge variety of careers and options available in the 
future. Each subject page details potential careers so why not research some of these when preparing to 
choose your options? 
  
We want to support you to achieve the best possible outcomes, so please take advantage of the support 
that is being offered to you. 
  
We have already begun to provide guidance, and over the next few weeks we will be supporting you in 
understanding your own strengths and weaknesses to help you to select courses in which you have a real 
aptitude, as well as interest and enthusiasm.  
  

• Spring Term PSHE Topic ‘What does my future look like?’ - You have already explored this and explored 
potential careers for the future. 

• Subject Introductions - Options subjects will have had the opportunity to explain what their GCSEs 
involve as part of their curriculum time.  

• Options Information Evening/Parent’s Evening Thursday 12th March. An opportunity to speak to class 
teachers, learn more about the GCSE course requirements, listen to a presentation about the options 
process and speak to further education providers. 

• This booklet gives a detailed summary of all options subjects. 
  
Remember that you have many strengths and skills, play to these and you will achieve a good set of results 
and enjoy the process too! We look forward to you progressing to year 10 and enjoying the new range of 
opportunities here at Stoke High School. 
  
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. 
  
Best wishes, 
  
Miss Iles 
Assistant Principal  
 
Mr Clarke 
Raising Attainment Progress Leader for Key Stage Three 
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What Happens in Year 10 and 11? 
  
The Core Curriculum: 
  

• All students in years 10 and 11 will follow a basic ‘core’ of subjects. This consists of GCSE English 
Language and Literature, mathematics and science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics).  

• Students will also study three non-awarding subjects: physical education, religious studies (RS) and 
personal, social and health education (PSHE). 

  
Option Choices: 
  

• In addition to the core curriculum, students will choose three option subjects to study during years 10 
and 11, leading to GCSE, BTEC or an equivalent qualification. It is important that the choices made will 
not restrict the student in years to come in terms of sixth form, college or university entry, or 
employment and training possibilities.  

  
What is the GCSE? 
  

• This stands for General Certificate of Secondary Education and is open to all. GCSE subjects are graded 
from 1 - 9, with 9 being the highest grade. All GCSE subjects are assessed at the end of the course and 
students are encouraged to select as wide a variety as possible. 

  
What are BTECs? 
  

• These are qualifications undertaken in vocational (work related) subjects. They are level 2 qualifications, 
equivalent to GCSEs, and tend to emphasise coursework to a greater extent than the examination 
component.  Grading ranges from a level 1 pass all the way up to a level 2 distinction.   

  
What are WJEC Vocational Awards? 
  

• These Vocational Awards are designed to be taken alongside, or as an alternative to, GCSEs.  They 
emphasise more on coursework, whilst still having an examination component.  
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Careers Information 
  
Young people are required by law to stay in education or education with training until the age of 18, which 
offers the following options to year 11 leavers: 
  
 1. Full time education such as sixth form or further education college 
 2. Work-based learning such as apprenticeship or traineeship 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What career do I want to have? 
 

• You should consider whether your chosen career will require you to get more qualifications in the 
future. For example, to become a doctor, you will also need to have A-levels and then go on to study 
medicine at university. Although it may seem like a long way away, you might want to consider what 
qualifications you will need to get into university, because the subjects you take at GCSE level could 
have an impact. 

  
Should I keep my GCSE options open? 
 

• On the other hand, if you are unsure what career you want in the future (like most students in years 10 
and 11), then you should probably aim to keep your options open.  

  

Should I take the same GCSE subjects as my friends? 
 

• A lot of students make the mistake of choosing the same subjects as their friends. Just because your 
friends are taking a certain subject, that does not mean that you should take it too. It is your own 
decision as every individual student has their own strengths and weaknesses. 

 
Further information: 

• Careers noticeboard in main corridor next to the learning support room and the school website 
(stokehighoa.co.uk) 

• BBC Bitesize GCSE options 

• Login to Unifrog – our careers support website  
School contact: Mr Johnson 
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Unifrog and Options 
 
Unifrog is an on-line platform to help you make the best choices for you with your next steps after GCSEs. 
Through Unifrog, you can gain support and help with: 
 

• Career Pathways: Explore various career options, including typical career progression, salary 
expectations, and required qualifications. 

• Skills and Competencies: Use tools that help you to identify your skills and strengths, enabling you to 
make better career choices.  

• CV Builder: Students can create professional CVs tailored to specific job opportunities, university 
applications, or apprenticeship programs. 

• Apprenticeships: Find resources and advice on how to find and apply for apprenticeships. The platform 
hosts a database of apprenticeship opportunities across various industries, making it easier for students 
to find placements suited to their interests. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do I get logged in? 

• Open the welcome email in your school email inbox and follow the instructions to create your account. 
 
What if I can’t find my welcome email?  

• Check your spam/junk folder. If you still can’t find it, go to https://www.unifrog.org/sign-in and click 
‘Reset password / Resend welcome email’. 

 
How do I get started using Unifrog? 

• Once you’re logged in, you’ll be greeted by a personalised dashboard that will direct you to various 
sections of the platform. You can start exploring the following key areas:  

o University Search and Applications: Find and compare universities from around the world, 
explore entry requirements, and begin building your application. 

o Career Exploration: Discover different careers, explore career pathways, and learn about the 
necessary qualifications and skills for specific professions. 

o CV Builder and Personal Profile: Create a professional CV, highlighting your academic 
achievements, skills, and experiences. You can also work on developing your personal profile to 
make your applications stand out. 

o Apprenticeships and Work Experience: Search for apprenticeship opportunities, internships, and 
work experience programs that can give you hands-on experience in your chosen field.  
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Literacy at GCSE 
 

Why is Literacy important at GCSE? 
 
Literacy plays a vital role in every GCSE subject, and strong reading and writing 
skills can make a significant difference to how confidently students approach their 
exams. GCSE papers often contain complex questions that require students to read 
carefully, interpret instructions, and understand exactly what is being asked. Many 
questions include subject specific vocabulary and important command words such 
as analyse, evaluate, compare, or justify. These words guide students on the type of response they need to 
produce and misunderstanding them can lead to lost marks even when students know the content. Being 
able to read fluently and accurately helps students break down longer questions, identify key information, 
and approach tasks with greater confidence.  
 
A secure and wide vocabulary is equally important. Across all subjects, students encounter new 
terminology, academic language, and specialist concepts that they must understand in order to access 
higher level content. Strong vocabulary skills also support effective writing, helping students organise their 
thoughts, communicate their understanding, and use accurate spelling, punctuation, and grammar. These 
skills are essential not only for English but for subjects such as science, geography, history, and even 
mathematics, where written explanations are increasingly required. 
 
What support is already in place? 
 
To support students with this, we run a dedicated literacy programme in school that focuses on 
strengthening reading, vocabulary, and writing skills. This programme is designed to benefit all learners and 
is supported by the work students complete in lessons across the curriculum. Teachers in all subjects can 
help students develop the literacy skills needed for their area of study, whether through reading strategies, 
vocabulary building, or structured writing tasks. However, literacy development does not stop at school. 
Any reading or writing students complete at home, whether through homework, personal reading, or 
activities in clubs and hobbies, will reinforce the skills they need for GCSE success. Regular practice helps 
build fluency, confidence, and resilience, and even small amounts of reading each day can make a 
noticeable difference over time. 
 
Parents and carers can play a powerful role in supporting literacy at home. Encouraging regular reading is 
one of the most effective ways to help students strengthen their skills. This does not need to be limited to 
novels. Newspapers, magazines, online articles, and nonfiction books all expose students to new 
vocabulary and different styles of writing. Supporting students with homework by helping them read 
instructions carefully, checking written work for clarity, or encouraging them to proofread can also make a 
meaningful difference.  
 
How will we support students as they move into GCSE? 
 
To help students feel prepared as they move into Year 10, we will also be providing a pre reading booklet 
for them to complete over the summer. This booklet introduces key vocabulary, background knowledge, 
and reading tasks linked to their upcoming GCSE courses. It is designed to give students a head start, 
helping them feel more confident and familiar with the topics they will encounter in September. 
Completing the booklet will support students in building their knowledge, strengthening their reading skills, 
and beginning Year 10 with a positive and prepared mindset. 

School contact: Mrs Franklin 
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Non-Examination Based Subjects 
  
At Key Stage 4, we continue to deliver the following non-examination subjects: 

• Core Religious Studies (RS) 

• Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 

• Physical Education (PE) 
  
Religious Studies (RS) and Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 
  
During core RS, students will gain knowledge of both religious and non-religious 
worldviews to allow all students to develop their own ideas, values, and identities.  
 
Students will develop their vocabulary to explore and respond respectfully to a range 
of religious, philosophical, and theological debates.  Students will develop the skills 
required to construct balanced arguments, understand a range of views, and prepare 
them for life in modern Britain. 
 
PSHE lessons will provide students with the knowledge, skills and understanding to develop into active 
citizens who can make informed decisions about their health, relationships, careers, finances, and 
wellbeing.  
 
Students will learn how to manage challenges, know when to ask for help, and how to access support, to 
thrive as individuals and members of society and be able to make the most of all opportunities, to prepare 
for life.  
  
Physical Education 
 
At Key Stage Four, the PE department endeavours to deliver the most 
effective programme, as outlined under the National Curriculum. This 
may include a broader range of sports and activities covered in depth, 
particularly in year 10. Sports offered include athletics, health and fitness 
and games (badminton, basketball, tennis, table tennis, softball, football, 
dodgeball and volleyball). 
  
In year 11, students are offered a more focused choice of activities to participate at a more advanced level. 
The intention is for the student to call upon skills previously learnt and extend these, not only as a 
participant but also as an umpire, referee, scorer, organiser and/or leader. Students have the choice to  
re-visit certain activities during years 10 and 11, dependent upon their interests. 
  
We continue to have high expectations regarding organisation of PE kit and being well prepared in Years 10 
and 11. 
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French GCSE 
 
You will learn to: 
 
The GCSE French course is designed to build on and practice all the 
French you have been learning in Years 7, 8 and 9, so that you can: 

• express your thoughts, ideas and preferences 

• discuss your own life – friends, family, interests 

• describe people and places  
• describe events in different timeframes 

• discuss global issues 

• carry out transactions (buying tickets, booking a hotel, buying clothes, applying for a job, etc.) 
 
Course Outline 
 
You will be studying six topics over the two-year GCSE course, following the Edexcel Pearson specification. 
 
We will be studying the following themes: 
 

• My personal world – friends, family, interests 

• Studying and my future – school, next steps, using languages, work and careers 

• Lifestyle and well-being – physical and mental health, sport and leisure 

• Travel and tourism – holidays, visiting other countries and cities, weather 

• My neighbourhood – your town, your region, advantages and disadvantages, environment 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
We will have four, tiered exams at the end of the course: 
 

 FOUNDATION HIGHER 

Speaking 7-9 minutes plus 15-minute preparation 
time 

10-12 minutes plus 15-minute preparation time 

Listening 45 minutes 60 minutes 

Reading 45 minutes 60 minutes 

Writing 1 hour 15 minutes 1 hour 20 minutes 

 
Each exam is worth 25% of the total marks.  
 
The speaking exam will be under controlled conditions, with just you and your usual classroom teacher and 
you will be able to choose and practice which theme you want to discuss up to 2 months ahead of the 
exam. 
 
What skills will I need? 
 
French is a great subject for anyone who enjoys languages and is curious about other places, cultures and 
ways of life. You do not have to be super-confident in French. You just have to enjoy it and have the 
determination to work steadily and consistently. It is important to focus and listen well in lessons, but it is 
equally important to realise that you can ‘have a go’, make mistakes, learn from them and then try again. 
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You will learn a lot about how to add interest and detail to your work, extend your ideas and develop your 
range of vocabulary. Your understanding of French will grow with each new topic and your accuracy in 
grammar will improve each time you practice. In fact, when it comes to tenses, you will have already 
learned them by the end of Year 9. In Years 10 and 11, you are simple building your confidence and 
accuracy in them through continued practice. 
 
Why is French important for my future? 
 
Most employers are looking for people with a language, and this can make a real difference to your career 
prospects. The following fields value languages very highly: 

• Tourism 

• Journalism 

• Sport 

• Sales and Marketing 

• Teaching (including Primary) 

• Law 
 

School contact: Mrs Howe 
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Geography GCSE 

 
You will learn to: 
 

• explain how the growth of our world population has impacted global 
and UK cities 

• demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of how people adapt 
to challenges caused by their physical geography 

• demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of how physical 
processes have shaped the world around us 

• demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of how global 
resources are unevenly distributed and how we can overcome these challenges  

• conduct fieldwork out of the school site and how to research geographical issues 

• stay up to date with current geographical issues in the news 

• develop key geographical and written skills that will make you more employable in the future. 
 
Course Outline  
 
You will be studying six topics over the two-year GCSE course, following the AQA specification. 
 
Paper 1: Physical Geography 
 

• Living World: Ecosystems, rainforests and deserts 

• Natural Hazards: Tectonics, climate change, tropical storms and weather 

• UK Physical landscapes: Rivers and coasts 
 
Paper 2: Human Geography 
 

• Urban Issues and Challenges: Opportunities and challenges in Rio (NEE) and Birmingham (UK City) 

• Economic World: Nigerian economy, UK economic development and the development gap 

• World resources and food 
 
Paper 3: Geographical Issues and Fieldwork 
 

• Physical fieldwork (Felixstowe coastal management) – this requires one day out of school on a fieldtrip. 

• Human fieldwork (Ipswich local study) 

• Pre-release booklet before exam 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 
The course will be assessed by three written examinations. Paper 1 and 2 are worth 35% of the overall 
grade, with Paper 3 worth 30%. There is a single tier of assessment covering grades 9-1. There will be short 
open questions, limited multiple choice and extended writing questions of up to 9 marks. 
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What skills will I need? 
 
Geography is a topical subject that requires the ability to be able to critically evaluate and debate key 
geographical issues. You will need to be able to effectively write and structure your ideas, with 9-mark 
questions requiring you to be able to effectively discuss two sides of an argument and a conclusion. You 
need to understand the issues that face us as a planet in both the physical and human environments, and 
how we can solve these issues.  
 
The skills developed in Geography link well with other humanities subjects, including History, Travel and 
Tourism, RS and Citizenship, as all involve the ability to be able to evaluate key concepts. This subject also 
links strongly to learning in science and Biology, including an understanding of global ecosystems.  
 
Why is Geography important for my future? 
 
Geography is a highly regarded qualification that will support with a range of career paths, including paths 
in science, the environment or management of urban areas. Due to the skills developed, geography is one 
of the most employable subjects studied at degree level. The following are three examples of jobs in which 
geography supports with: 

• Environmental Consultant: GCSE Geography helps you understand ecosystems, climate change, and 
pollution. This knowledge is useful when advising companies or governments on how to reduce 
environmental damage and protect natural areas. 

• Urban Planner: Geography teaches you about population change, urbanisation, and land use. Urban 
planners use this knowledge to design towns and cities that are safe, sustainable, and meet people’s 
needs. 

• Hazard Risk Analyst: GCSE Geography covers natural hazards like earthquakes, volcanoes, and floods. 
This helps hazard risk analysts assess dangers and plan ways to reduce the impact of natural disasters. 

School contact: Mr Knuckey 
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History GCSE 
 

You will learn to: 
 

• explore major events, people and changes that shaped Britain and the 
wider world 

• develop skills in asking good historical questions and thinking critically   

• understand how societies and people changed over time  

• analyse evidence, sources and different interpretations of the past.  
 
Course Outline 
You will be studying six topics over the two-year GCSE course, following the Pearson Edexcel specification. 
 

📜 Paper 1 – Thematic Study and Historic Environment 

You will study a long-term theme across centuries plus a historic environment. 

• Crime and Punishment in Britain, c1066–present 

• Whitechapel, c1870–1900: crime and policing  

🏰 Paper 2 – Period Study and British Depth Study 

This covers a period of history and a deeper look at one British topic. 

• Early Elizabethan England 

• Superpower Relations and the Cold War, 1941–91  

🌍 Paper 3 – Modern Depth Study 

A detailed study of events from the 20th century. 

• Weimar and Nazi Germany 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 
There is no coursework — everything is assessed by three exams. 
Exam Breakdown: 
Paper 1: 30%  
Paper 2: 40% 
Paper 3: 30% 
 
Types of Questions 
You will answer a range of question styles, such as: 
 
Describe two features (4 marks) 
Explain two… (8 marks) 
Write an analytical narrative (8 marks) 
Explain importance (16 marks) 
Explain why… (12 marks) 
“How far do you agree?” judgement questions (16 marks) 
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Source inference, usefulness and interpretation questions (Paper 3) 
 
What skills will I need? 
 
To do well in GCSE History, you will need to be able to: 

• Remember key facts and events 

• Explain causes, consequences, change and significance 

• Write clearly and logically using PEEL paragraphs (Point–Evidence–Explanation–Link)  

• Analyse sources for what they show, how useful they are, and what interpretations mean 

• Make balanced arguments and reach supported conclusions 
 
Why is History important for my future? 
 
History helps you understand the world today by exploring how past events shaped society. 
It builds key skills useful for careers in: 

• Law 

• Journalism 

• Teaching 

• Politics 

• Research 

• Public services 
 

School contact: Miss Griffiths 
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Art and Design GCSE 

 
You will learn to: 
 

• investigate, experiment, and gather information on artists and gallery visits 

• create work in a range of materials to show that you are adaptable, creative, and 
skilled 

• produce work in a sketchbook showing development of ideas, drawing and research 

• draw from primary sources, primary source photographs and workshops 

• photograph sources outside of lessons to broaden research opportunities 

• produce final pieces to conclude sketchbook research 

• be organised and able to meet deadlines 

• work on their sketchbook outside of the classroom. 
 
Course Outline  
Assessment/Exam Syllabus: AQA 
Students will be assessed in four areas in GCSE Art & Design 
The assessment objectives focus on developing contextual understanding, refining use of 
media, drawing and recording from observation, and presenting final intentions.  
  
How will I be assessed? 
 
Coursework (60%) 
Students will produce a portfolio meeting all assessment objects in response to a theme 
provided by the teacher. Lessons will offer the chance for them to develop and expand 
their experience with a range of media and techniques and they will be encouraged to 
take and celebrate risks.  
Final Examination (40%) 
A 10-hour timed test. For this timed test students are given a theme which is set by the exam board in 
January of year 11. They are expected to develop a body of work exploring different media and techniques 
in consultation with the teacher. The preparation/sketchbook work which they use to produce the outcome 
will count for most of your total marks. Students will sit a 10-hour exam, over two days to create a final 
piece in response to their sketchbook preparation. 
 
What skills are needed? 

• Drawing 

• Ability to take creative risks 

• Willingness to explore a vast range of media 

• Analytical skills when exploring artists’ work 
 
Why is Art and Design important for my future? 
 
Taking this course will enable students to undertake further post 16 courses in Art and Design. 
Notable Careers: 

• Graphic Design, Fashion Design and Gallery Curator  

• Web and Game Design, Book Illustrator and Fine Artist 

• Special Effects Make Up Artist, Tattoo Artist and Architectural Illustrator  
School contact: Miss Oram 
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3D Design GCSE 
 

You will learn to: 
 

• investigate, experiment, and gather information on designers and product movements 

• create work in a range of materials to show that you are adaptable, creative, and skilled 

• produce work in an online portfolio showing development of ideas, through CAD and research 

• draw from primary sources, primary source photographs and workshops 

• photograph sources outside of lessons to broaden research opportunities 

• produce final products to conclude portfolio build up 

• be organised and able to meet deadlines 

• work on portfolio outside of the classroom. 
 
Course Outline  
 
Assessment/Exam Syllabus: AQA 
Students will be assessed in four areas in GCSE 3D Design.  
The assessment objectives focus on developing contextual understanding, refine use of materials, CAD 
drawing and recording using a range of materials and tools, and presenting final intentions.  
  
How will I be assessed? 
 
Coursework (60%) 
Students will produce a portfolio meeting all assessment objects in response to a theme 
provided by the teacher. Lessons will offer the chance for them to develop and expand 
their experience with medias and techniques and they will be encouraged to take and 
celebrate risks.  
Final Examination (40%) 
A 10-hour timed test. For this timed test students are given a theme which is set by the exam board in 
January of year 11. They are expected to develop a body of work exploring different media and techniques 
in consultation with the teacher. The preparation/portfolio work which they use to produce the outcome 
will count for most of your total marks. Students will sit a 10-hour exam, over two days to create a final 
piece in response to their portfolio preparation. 
 
What skills are needed? 
 

• Computer Skills 

• Ability to take creative risks 

• Willingness to explore a vast range of materials and machines 

• Analytical skills when exploring designers’ work 
 
Why is 3D Design important for my future? 
 
Taking this course will enable students to undertake further post-16 courses in 3D Design. 
Notable Careers: 

• Product Design, Graphic Design and Product Placement. 

• Architect 

• 3D Modelers, Animators, and 3D Visualizers 
School contact: Miss Button 
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Photography GCSE 
 

You will learn to: 
 

• use DSLR and various formats of cameras, to explore photographic elements to 
manipulate and understand images and become proficient in their use 

• manipulate and adjust images to create stories using editing software 

• look at the development of colour and see how colour is used with light 

• to look at artists and photographers’ work, to analyse their styles and respond to 
their work through independent investigation 

• use a range of equipment including lighting, light sabers, props and a variety of 
lenses to explore different photography styles. 

  
Course Outline 
 
Assessment/Exam Syllabus: AQA 
Students will be assessed in four areas in GCSE Photography.  
The assessment objectives focus on developing contextual understanding, refine use of 
editing techniques, photographing from observation, and presenting final intentions.  
  
How will I be assessed? 
 
Coursework (60%) 
Students will produce a portfolio meeting all assessment objects in response to a theme 
provided by the teacher. Lessons will offer the chance for them to develop and expand 
their experience with workshops and photography techniques and they will be 
encouraged to take and celebrate risks.  
Final Examination (40%) 
A 10-hour timed test. For this timed test students are given a theme which is set by the exam board in 
January of year 11. They are expected to develop a body of work exploring different media and techniques 
in consultation with the teacher. The preparation/portfolio work which they use to produce the outcome 
will count for most of your total marks. Students will sit a 10-hour exam, over two days to create a final 
piece in response to their portfolio preparation. 
  
What skills are needed? 
 

• Camera Skills 

• Ability to take creative risks 

• Willingness to explore a vast range of photography equipment 

• Analytical skills when exploring photographer’s work 
  
Why is Photography important for my future? 
 
Taking this course will enable students to undertake further post 16 courses in Photography. 
Notable careers: 

• Film Set Photographer, Forensic Photographer, Portrait and Wedding Photographer 

• Sports Photographer, Insurance Claims Photographer, Fashion Photographer 

• Photojournalist, Nature, Wildlife, Travel Photographer and Film/Video Editor 
 School contact: Miss Button 
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Hospitality and Catering Vocational 

  
You will learn to: 
 

• develop a range of specialist and general skills that would support their progression 
to employment 

• develop knowledge and understanding of the Hospitality and Catering sector 

• develop associated practical skills 

• develop an understanding of basic, medium and complex preparation techniques, 
knife skills and cooking methods 

• learn how to present dishes suitable for serving in a restaurant setting 

• plan and action menus appropriate for a brief 
 
Course Outline 
 
Assessment/Exam Syllabus: WJEC 
The course is made up of two different units studied over two years. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
Unit 1: The hospitality and catering industry written examination: 1 hour 20 minutes 
40% of qualification—External exam.  
 
Unit 2: Assessed through controlled assessment and practical cook of menu response 
to a brief set by the exam board. 
 
What skills are needed? 
 

• Basic kitchen skills 

• Ability to take exciting risks when menu planning 

• Willingness to explore a vast range of ingredients and dishes 
  
Why is Hospitality and Catering important for my future? 
 
Taking this course will enable students to undertake further post-16 courses in Hospitality and Catering. 
  
Notable careers: 
  

• Restaurant manager 

• Food Manufacturing Inspector 

• Food Critic 

• Front Office Manager 

• Food Technologist 

• Catering Events Manager 

• Patisserie Chef 

• Barista 

• Consumer Scientist 

• Cruise Ship Steward 
School contact: Miss Button 
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Digital Information Technology BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award 
 

You will learn to:  
 

• be equipped with a range of skills and provided opportunities to develop, 
in context, transferable skills such as research, planning, testing and 
reviewing as well as specific skills required in the IT industry 

• prove your aptitude in digital information technology   
• underpin effective ways of working in digital information technology 
• underpins the effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the sector.   
  
Course Outline 
You will be studying the Pearson Edexcel BTEC Tech Award. 
Component 1: Exploring user interface design (30% Coursework)   
You will develop your understanding of what makes an effective user interface and how to effectively 
manage a project. You will use this understanding to plan, design and create a user interface.   
Component 2: Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data (30% Coursework)   
You will understand the characteristics of data and information and how they help organisations in 
decision making and will use data manipulation methods to create a spreadsheet dashboard to present and 
draw conclusions from information.   
Component 3: Effective Digital Working Practices (40% Examination)   
This component will give you an opportunity to explore how the developments in technology over recent 
years have enabled modern organisations to communicate and collaborate in more inclusive and flexible 
working environments.  
 
How will I be assessed?  
 
Component 1: Exploring user interface design (30% Coursework)   
Component 2: Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data (30% Coursework)   
Component 3: Effective Digital Working Practices (40% Examination)   
  
What skills will I need?  
 
Students studying BTEC Level 1/2 Digital Information Technology need basic computer skills, including using 
files, productivity software, and digital communication tools. An understanding of hardware, software, 
networks, and cybersecurity is helpful. Creativity is important for designing user interfaces, alongside skills 
in organisation, planning, and meeting deadlines. Good written and verbal communication supports report 
writing and evaluations. Additional strengths such as basic coding, design experience, and a general 
interest in technology can further enhance success in the course.  
  
Why is Information Technology important for my future?  
 
Information Technology is important for your future because almost every job now relies on digital tools, 
systems, and communication. Strong IT skills make you more employable, helping you stand out in 
apprenticeships, further study, and workplaces. IT also supports everyday life, including online banking, 
communication, organisation, and staying safe online. Studying IT builds key transferable skills such 
as problem solving, creativity, teamwork, and critical thinking. It can also lead to exciting careers in areas 
like software development, digital design, data, and cybersecurity.  

School contact: Mr Oliver  
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Religious Studies GCSE 
 
You will learn to: 
 

• Argue a case in speaking and writing 

• Demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of religion and belief 
through a study of at least two religions 

• Demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of many of the moral and 
ethical issues which face our society today 

• Appreciate and understand the views of others which will help to show future employers that you are 
aware of people’s differences and beliefs. 

 
Course Outline 
 
You will be studying two components over the two-year AQA GCSE course. 
 
Component 1- The study of religions: beliefs, teaching and practices of Christians and Jews  
 
Component 2- Thematic studies consisting of four individual themes 
 
1. Relationships and families (including sex, marriage, divorce, families and gender equality) 
2. Religion and life (including Big Bang Theory, evolution, abortion, euthanasia and animal experimentation) 
3. Religion, peace and conflict (including violence, terrorism, war, and weapons of mass destruction) 
4. Religion, crime and punishment (including reasons for crime, treatment of criminals and death penalty).  
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
The course will be assessed by two written papers. Each paper lasts for 1 hour 45 minutes and equates to 
50% of the total GCSE marks. There is a single tier of assessment covering grades 9-1. There will be short 
open questions, open response and extended writing questions. 
 
What skills will I need? 
 
Religious Studies is an interesting, engaging and thought-provoking subject at GCSE requiring good reading 
and writing skills. The key skills needed for this include the ability to ask questions and give answers that 
are explained in detail and support with examples. You must have an interest in religious, moral and ethical 
issues and the ways in which different individuals will respond to them. 
 
The skills developed in Religious Studies support those required for a wide range of subjects, including 
other humanity-based subjects such as Geography, History and Citizenship. Religious Studies is a relevant 
academic qualification which is extremely useful and well respected in any future education or career.  
 
Why is Religious Studies important for my future? 
 
Religious Studies is a relevant qualification for ANY job which involves working with other people.  
The UK is a multi-faith society, and an understanding of our differences will help us live and work together 
peacefully. Many of the laws in the UK are based on religious teachings.  
 

School contact: Mr Clarke 
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Travel and Tourism BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award 
 

You will learn to: 
 

• investigate travel and tourism organisations in the UK, their ownership, 
aims, key products and services, and how they work with each other 

• explore the role of different consumer technologies within the travel and 
tourism industry 

• understand the different types of tourism and different types of visitor 

• investigate the features of and routes to popular tourist destinations.   
 
Course Outline 
You will be studying the Pearson Edexcel BTEC Tech Award. 
This BTEC Technical qualification in Travel and Tourism provides an engaging and stimulating introduction to 
the world of travel and tourism giving an opportunity to develop the knowledge and technical skills in a 
practical learning environment.  
 
This course offers students the opportunity to gain the broad knowledge needed to adapt to the ever-
changing roles needed to survive in the global economy, including the opportunity to investigate how 
organisations use market research to identify travel and tourism trends and identify customer needs and 
preferences.  
 
How will I be assessed?  
 
There are three components for this course: 
 
Component 1: Coursework assignment – Travel and Tourism Organisations and Destinations (30%) 
Component 2: Coursework assignment – Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism (30%)  
Component 3: External Assessment Examination – Influences on Global Travel and Tourism (40%) 
  
What skills will I need? 
 
Students develop a variety of skills, including problem solving, communication, ICT, literacy, and numeracy 
throughout the course. By exploring the different factors that may influence global travel and tourism, and 
how travel and tourism organisations and destinations respond to these factors, students can identify the 
potential impacts of tourism at global destinations and how destinations can manage the impacts of 
tourism and control tourism development to achieve sustainable tourism.  Students will use research, skills, 
draft reports and manage their time to meet deadlines. 
 
Why is Travel and Tourism important for my future? 
 
Taking this course will enable students to undertake further post 16 courses in Travel & Tourism and Events 
Management. 
 
Notable careers: 

• Travel agent, tour guide, resort representative 

• Port operative, interpreter, heritage officer 

• Hotel manager, cruise ship steward, airline cabin crew 
School contact: Miss Iles 
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Citizenship GCSE 
 
You will learn to: 
 

• gain a deeper knowledge of democracy, government and law  

• develop skills to create sustained and reasoned arguments 

• present various viewpoints and plan practical citizenship actions to benefit society.  
  
Course Outline  
 
UNIT 1- RIGHTS, THE LAW AND THE LEGAL SYSTEM 
 - Rights and responsibilities 
 - The law and the legal system 
  
UNIT 2- DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNMENT 
 - Democracy, elections and voting in the UK 
 - The British Constitution, national, regional, local and devolved governments 
 - The economy, finance and money, the role of the media and free press 
 - Citizenship participation and active citizenship in the UK and politics beyond the UK 
  
UNIT 3- THE UK AND THE WIDER WORLD 
 - Identities and diversity in UK society 
 - The UK and its relations with the wider world 
  
How will I be assessed? 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What skills will I need? 
 
To prepare for the Citizenship in Action exam, students are expected to complete a Citizenship Action 
project which aims to deliver benefit or change for a particular community (including a school or college) or 
wider society.  
  
Why is Citizenship important for my future? 
 
Taking this course will enable students to undertake further post 16 courses including Law and Politics. 
 
Notable careers: 

• Civil servant, teacher, journalist 

• Equality, diversity and inclusion officer, solicitor, police officer 
School contact: Mr Knuckey/Miss Griffiths 
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Child Development BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award 
 

You will learn to: 
 

• understand the growth and development of children from birth to the age of 5 

• interpret how to measure and monitor growth and development 

• recognise the roles and responsibilities of professionals who work with children from birth to the age of 
5 

• understand how play is structured to support the development of children in meeting their milestones 

• understand the importance of the role of the adult is in structuring play and development 

• adapt play and activities for children that have specific needs.  
 
Course Outline 
 
You will be studying three components over the two-year BTEC course. 
 
Component 1- Children’s growth and development 
 
Component 2- Learning through play 
 
Component 3 – Supporting children to learn, play and develop 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
The course will be assessed through a combination of coursework marked by your teacher and written 
exam.  Components 1 and 2 are both coursework components where you complete tasks in controlled 
conditions.  Component 1 is completed in the Spring term of year 10 and Component 2 is completed in the 
Autumn term of year 11. 
At the end of year 11 you then complete a written exam that is 2 hours.  
 
What skills will I need? 
 
To be able to be successful in Child Development you will need to apply reading, writing and analytical skills 
to your work, both in coursework situations and in the exam. You will need to be able to remember key 
milestones in the 5 different types of development and how adults can support the achievement of these 
milestones by organising games and resources suitable to the age of the child.   You will also need the 
ability to see theoretical case studies and circumstances in the real world and suggest suitable actions that 
adults can take.  This will mean that you need to be able to understand and analyse children’s individual 
needs and apply common sense to the given scenarios. 
 
Why is Child Development important for my future? 
 
Child Development is a key qualification for anybody interested in working with children; this could be in 
the nursery sector, teaching or medical professions. It can also be useful for your own personal future if you 
go on to have children of your own.  
Child Development can also support access onto course in Psychology or Sociology or be an additional 
qualification that will support applications for further study. 
 

School contact: Mrs Beacham 
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Drama GCSE 
 

You will learn to: 
 

• act in a range of styles and explore vocal and physical techniques to 
communicate a character 

• perform on a variety of different stage types and interpret a stimulus for 
performance 

• explore a variety of styles and practitioners important in theatre  

• analyse a script and evaluate and analyse a live performance 

• design and make a costume and make-up for a character to support a performance 

• design and operate a lighting plot for a performance. 
 
Course Outline 
 
Component 1 - Devising theatre (40% - coursework) 

• Assessed through a practical performance, rehearsal portfolio and a written evaluation by your teacher.  
Component 2 - Performing from a text (20% - examiner assessed) 

• Assessed through a practical performance by a visiting examiner.  
Component 3 - Interpreting theatre (40% - 1 hour 30-minute written exam) 

• Section A based on the set text – Noughts and Crosses 

• Section B based on a live theatre review.  
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
For component 1 you will be assessed on the practical performance or your design realisation and on a 
written portfolio that is completed throughout the rehearsal schedule. Once you have completed the 
performance, you will then write an evaluation in exam conditions. Component 2 is assessed entirely on 
the practical performance by the visiting examiner on the agreed date in year 11. You will complete an 
artistic intentions document for the examiner, but this is for information and not assessed. You will then by 
assessed through the written examination. 
 
What skills will I need? 
 
Drama is a creative and engaging subject that will allow you to express not only your acting abilities, but 
also design through costume, hair and make-up or lighting design.  To be successful you will need an 
understanding of acting and design skills such as physical and vocal skills and how the design process 
supports the devising and creating process. You will need to be able to respond to a stimulus and work 
cooperatively with others to develop, shape and refine ideas.  You will need to show commitment and 
enthusiasm and an ability to be resilient and persevere. You will also need to apply analytic and analysis 
skills to both a script and a live theatre performance.  
 
Why is Drama important for my future? 
 
Drama is a relevant qualification for ANY job which involves working with other people, communicating 
with others and showing creativity and cooperation. Having a qualification in Drama will show that you are 
able to work with others, meet deadlines and have confidence when presenting to others or working with 
people that you are not familiar with.  

School contact: Mrs Beacham 
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Music BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award 
You will learn to: 
 

• understand different styles and genres of music and the key elements that make up that style such as 
sonority, texture, rhythm etc 

• compose music using a digital platform 

• perform music to an audience 

• understand the process of creating music in different styles and genres 

• work with other musicians to create and perform music 
 
Course Outline 

 
You will be studying three components over the two-year BTEC course. 
 
Component 1- Exploring Music Products and Styles 
 
Component 2- Music Skills Development 
 
Component 3 – Responding to a Music Brief 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
The course will be assessed through a combination of coursework marked by your teacher and written 
exam.  Components 1 and 2 are both coursework components where you complete tasks in controlled 
conditions.  Component 1 is completed in the Spring term of year 10 and Component 2 is completed in the 
Autumn term of year 11. 
 
At the end of year 11 you then complete the examination unit over a series of lesson under examination 
conditions.  You will receive a formal exam paper, have a period of research and preparation where you 
then create a ‘cover’ version of a given song in a different style.  
 
What skills will I need? 
 
To be successful in Music you will need to have some musical skills and be able to play an instrument (the 
voice is an instrument) and/or use digital software to create original music. Whilst you do not have to be 
able to read Music, this would be of benefit to support your coursework. You need to have an analytical 
approach to music and a good ear to be able to hear how the elements of music are used and created in 
music. You will also need to be able to apply reading and writing skills and competently use a computer to 
produce your final coursework.  
 
Why is Music important for my future? 
 
Music isn’t just an option for people that want to be a singer, or in a band or work in the Music Industry. If 
you are creative or just enjoy music, then this course will still be of benefit for you in the future.  It will 
show that you can work as part of team, you can respond to set tasks, that you have a creative approach, 
can be adaptable and are able to work as part of a team. A qualification in Music will support any 
application to further education/apprenticeships.  

School contact: Mrs Beacham 
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Sport Vocational Award 
 

You will learn to: 
 

• develop personal and sporting knowledge through a range of practical and theoretical activities 

• have an understanding and appreciation of factors that can affect sporting performance 

• develop your knowledge and understanding of coaching across different sport and situations 

• communicate, plan and organise a coaching session 

• understand the adaptations that take place in the body and how training leads to improvement in 
fitness. 

 
Course Outline 
 
Component 1- Fitness for sport 
 
Component 2- Improving Sporting Performance  
 
Component 3 – Coaching Principles 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
The course will be assessed through a combination of coursework marked by your teacher and written 
exam.  Components 2 and 3 are both coursework components where you complete tasks in controlled 
conditions.  Component 2 is completed in the Spring term of year 10 and Component 2 is completed in the 
Autumn term of year 11. At the end of year 11 you then complete Component 3 as a written exam lasting 
1-hour 20 minutes. 
 
What skills will I need? 
 
You will need to be able to analyse sporting and coaching principles, showing a high knowledge and 
understanding of at least one sport.  You will need to be able to plan and lead a coaching session with a 
group of students, researching the various components of the session in relation to the chosen sport.  
 
Why is Sport important for my future? 
 
This qualification can lead to careers in the following professions: 

• Exercise Physiologist 

• Sports Dietitian 

• Sports Journalist 

• Sports Agent 

• Sports Photographer 

• Sports Psychologist 

• Professional Sports Person 

• Sports Official 

• Personal Trainer 
Gaining a qualification in sport will also support application to further study and apprenticeship. 

 
School contact: Mr Tankard/Mrs Simmons 
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Business Studies GCSE 
 
You will learn to: 
 

• understand business concepts and issues concerning the activities of a business 

• understand the purpose and role of a business from spotting an opportunity 
through to the growth of an established business 

• understand the role of marketing and human resources 

• understand the role of finance in business activity 

• understand how business responds to external influences, such as ethical and environmental 
considerations, the economic climate and globalization. 

 
Course Outline 
 
Students will study six units: business activity, marketing, people, operations, finance, influences on 
business, the interdependent nature of business.  
 
We consider how Brexit and the Covid-19 pandemic have impacted on business activity. Our key aims are to 
understand how businesses work and to analyse how business decisions are made. The course is therefore 
interesting and highly relevant. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
Assessment/Exam Syllabus: OCR 
  
There are two GCSE Business Studies examinations to complete at the end of year 11.  Each paper lasts 1 
hour 30 minutes, carries 80 marks and accounts for 50% of your GCSE grade.  
  
Paper 1:   Business activity, marketing and people 
Paper 2:   Operations, finance and influences on business 
 
What skills will I need? 
 
Business Studies is not just a course for people who want to own their own business.  Students need to be 
prepared to learn lots of new vocabulary and to develop their skills of application, analysis, and decision-
making. Students will be expected to take responsibility for becoming an independent learner, researching 
how real-life businesses operate. 
  
Why is Business Studies important for my future? 
 
Taking this course will enable students to undertake further post 16 courses in Business Studies. 
 
Notable careers: 

• Business analyst, accountant and management consultant 

• Actuary, social media manager and insurance underwriter 

• Market and consumer research analyst, human resources manager and economist 
 

 
School contact: Mr Bowen 
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English Language GCSE 
 
You will learn to: 
 

• analyse and produce their own fiction and non-fiction texts 

• consolidate and build on analytical and creative skills taught in Key Stage 3. 
 
Course Outline 
 
This GCSE is assessed by two examinations in the summer of year 11. All texts are unseen. 
  
How will I be assessed? 
 
Assessment/Exam Syllabus: AQA 
 
Paper 1:    Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
     Examination: 1hour 45 minutes – 50% weighting 
Paper 2:    Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 
     Examination: 1 hour 45 minutes – 50% weighting 
  
Students will receive a GCSE, graded 1-9, with 9 being the highest. 
  
What skills will I need? 
 
English Language will need students to be able to analyse texts, both fiction and non-fiction. They will also 
need to use the skills learnt in Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) to support their studies at GCSE. 
 
Why is English Language important for my future? 
 
Anyone wishing to study English Post 16 will need to have studied and gained at least a grade 4 in English 
Language; it is also a pre-requisite for university entrance. 
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School contact: Mr Wells 
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English Literature GCSE 
 
You will learn to: 
 

• study texts from the English Literary Heritage, as well as more modern prose, drama, and poetry 

• critically analyse these texts using the skills taught throughout both Key Stage 3 and 4. 
 
Course Outline 
 
This GCSE is assessed by two written examinations, all assessments are closed book assessments, meaning 
that students are not allowed copies of the texts studied during the examination. 
  
How will I be assessed? 
 
Assessment/Exam Syllabus: AQA 
 
Paper 1:    Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel 
    Examination: 1 hour 45 minutes – 40% weighting 
  
Paper 2:   Modern Texts and Poetry, including unseen poetry 
    Examination: 2 hours 15 minutes – 60% weighting 
  
Students will receive a GCSE graded 1-9, with 9 being the higher grade. 
  
 What skills will I need? 
 
English Literature will need students to be able to analyse a range of texts. They will also need to use the 
skills learnt in Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) to support their studies at GCSE. 
 
Why is English Language important for my future? 
 
Anyone wishing to study English Post 16 will need to have studied and gained at least a grade 4 in English 
Literature; it is also a pre-requisite for university entrance. 

 
Notable careers for English Language and Literature: 

• Teacher 

• Librarian 

• Professor and Lecturer 

• Lawyer 

• English as a foreign language teacher  

• Web Editor  

• Copy Editor 

• Digital Copy Writer 

• Lexicographer 

• Freelance Writer 

• Publisher 
 

School contact: Mr Wells 
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 Mathematics GCSE 

 
You will learn to: 
 

• apply skills to problem solve 

• give reasons for working and provide evidence as to how you obtained answers 

• prove mathematical facts through working with geometry, number, algebra and statistics 

• understand the skills necessary to complete the maths GCSE. 
 
Course Outline 
 
Maths can be split into 4 primary areas: 
 

• Geometry and measure 

• Algebra 

• Number  
• Statistics and proportion 
 
All subject areas are assessed through year 11 exams. 
 
Those students taking the higher GCSE will also see how key concepts studied in KS3 can be applied to 
further areas of maths. 
Those students taking the foundation GCSE will further develop skills they have studied in KS3 and look at 
developing further prior knowledge. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
There are 3 maths papers: 
 Paper 1 – non calculator 
 Paper 2 – calculator  
 Paper 3 – calculator 
 
Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long, and all papers could assess any of the knowledge learnt during 
their time at secondary school. 
 
What skills will I need? 
 
All the skills that you have learnt in KS3 will be applicable at KS4. 
  
Why is Maths important for my future? 
 
Maths is used throughout the modern world and is used in daily life and professional careers all over the 
world. It helps us with many aspects of life including (but not limited to): problem solving and logical 
thinking, working out amounts to use when cooking, helping to work out how long it would take to travel 
distances and keep track of our finances. It forms the building blocks to subjects like science, business 
studies and I.T., and is used in Food Technology and Geography. A good understanding of maths will help 
you have a good understanding of the modern world!  
 

School contact: Mr Abbott/Mr Hart 
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Combined Science GCSE 
 

You will learn to: 
 

• identify the activities and experiences learners come across in everyday life 

• links these to scientific ideas and their implications for society 

• acquire the scientific skills, knowledge and understanding for life as a citizen. 
  
Course Outline 
 
Biology: 
  

• Cell biology 

• Organisation 

• Health, disease, and the development of medicine 

• Photosynthesis and respiration 

• Coordination and control 

• Inheritance, variation, and evolution 

• Ecosystems 
 
Chemistry: 
 

• Atomic structure and the periodic table 

• Structure, bonding, and the properties of matter 

• Chemical changes 

• Energy changes in chemistry 

• The rate and extent of chemical changes 

• Chemical analysis 

• Organic chemistry 

• Earth and atmospheric science 
  
Physics: 
 

• Energy 

• Electricity 

• Particle model of matter 

• Atomic structure 

• Forces and motion 

• Waves in matter  

• Light and electromagnetic waves 

• Magnetism and electromagnetism 
  
How will I be assessed? 
 
Assessment/Exam Syllabus: AQA 
  
Students will be assessed in examinations at the end of year 11. Assessments of student’s practical skills 
form at least 15% of the final grade and will be assessed in the final exams.  
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The exams will be tiered: either Foundation (grades 1-5) or Higher (grades 4-9). 
 
What skills will I need? 
 

• develop scientific thinking 

• use experimental skills and strategies 

• analyse and evaluate 

• use scientific vocabulary, quantities, units, symbols, and nomenclature 
 
Why is Combined Science important for my future? 
 
Anyone wishing to study Science Post 16 will need to have studied and gained at least grade 4 in Science. 
 
Notable careers: 

• Clinical biochemist, environmental scientist, pharmaceuticals and biotechnology 

• Research scientist, nano scientist, ergonomist 

• Forensic scientist and pharmacist 
 

School contact: Mrs Pashler 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



33 
 

Triple Science GCSE 
 

You will learn to: 
 

• develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods 

• acquire and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how science works and its essential role in 
society 

• acquire scientific skills, knowledge and understanding necessary for progression to further learning. 
  
Course Outline 
 
You will be studying additional Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics alongside the combined science 
pathway. At the end of this course, you will receive a GCSE in each Biology, Chemistry and Physics, for a 
total of 3 GCSES. Triple Science topics include: 
Biology – Aseptic Technique, Monoclonal Antibodies, Plant Disease, Organs in Homeostasis, Plant 
Hormones, Understanding of Genetics, Food Production. 
Chemistry – Nanoparticles, Yield and Atom Economy, Concentration, Fuel Cells, Reactions of Alkenes and 
Alcohols, Polymers, Chemical Analysis, Using Materials 
Physics – Static Electricity, Gas Pressure, Hazards and Uses of Radioactive Emissions, Pressure, Momentum, 
Waves for Exploration, Induced Potential, Space. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
Each GCSE is examined by 2 papers, each 1 hour 45 minutes. Questions are a mixture of multiple choice, 
structured, closed short answer and open response. Each paper is worth 50% of the marks. Assessment of 
practical skills form at least 15% of the final grade and are assessed within the paper. Entries are tiered: 
Foundation (Grades 1-5) or Higher (Grades 4-9). In total, students will sit 6 examinations (2 Biology, 2 
Chemistry, 2 Physics). This is instead of sitting Combined Science examinations. 
 
What skills will I need? 
 
Triple Science will teach students to think critically about evidence and methods. Students will benefit from 
having a good mathematical understanding and problem-solving skills. 
 
Why is Triple Science important for my future? 
 
Science is a relevant qualification for ANY job which handling data and problem solving, and many of the 
skills you develop in Science are transferrable to many jobs. A strong scientific understanding is required for 
the following sectors: 
 

• Medicine: Doctors, surgeons, microbiologists and pharmacists need a good understanding of how the 
body works in order to diagnose and treat diseases, and how the chemistry of molecules impacts their 
use as medicines.  

• Engineering: Engineers need to understand the scientific process to help them develop new products to 
solve real-world problems. They also need a good understanding of the properties and behaviour of 
materials.  

• Research and Development: Lab Technicians, ecologists, biotechnologists and astronomers are just a 
few types of research scientists who will conduct experiments to work on new scientific discoveries. 

School contact: Mrs Pashler 
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Next Steps 
 

You will be asked to select three option subjects and two reserve subjects from the list. One option subject 
MUST be History or Geography, and you can only choose one vocational course.  
   
It is important to gain as much information as possible from a wide range of sources, such as: 
✓ This booklet 
✓ Assemblies 
✓ Parents 
✓ Teachers 
✓ Unifrog 
✓ Internet and other sources 

  
 
 

Do… Do not… 

• Choose courses that match your interests. • Choose a subject because you like the teacher. 

• Choose courses that match your abilities and 
talents. 

• Choose a subject because your friends have 
chosen it. 

• Choose courses that help prepare you for the 
future. 

• Choose a subject because there is a trip. 

  
You should have discussed your answers to the following questions with your parents/carers before making 
your final decision: 

- Have you enjoyed the subject in Years 7 - 9? 
- Have you done well in the subject in Years 7 - 9? 
- Have you read the course outline and spoken to the subject leader for the subject? 
- Do your choices support any plans you have for post-16 courses or future career plans? (It doesn’t 

matter if you don’t know this yet though!) 
- Does your chosen combination of subjects offer you a broad skills base? 

 
REMEMBER: These are the subjects you will be studying for the next two years – make sure you have 
thought carefully about your choices before you submit them. 
 
You will be shown how to complete your options during a dedicated PSHE lesson during the week 
commencing 16th March 2026. The deadline for completion is Friday 27th March 2026. 
  
Once all choices from the year group have been collated, you will have the chance to discuss your choices 
with us. 
 
The school reserves the right to make the final decision on whether a course will run and, on the type of 
course to be followed by each student. The specifications that we choose to follow are subject to change. 
  
We will try to give every student their full selection of options, however in some cases, we may need to use 
their reserve option choice. Discussions will be held with every student, and you can be assured that 
sympathetic consideration will be given to the needs of the student.  
 


