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Stoke High School – Ormiston Academy
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026-2027

	Date this summary was published
	September 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Mrs T. Beacham

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	N/A

	Name of local music hub 
	Norfolk and Suffolk Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	N/A



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	The Music curriculum at Stoke High School is designed to equip students with skills, knowledge and techniques that are used in musical performance, composition and analysis, whilst also giving a foundation knowledge in music theory.  These areas are developed alongside a fundamental knowledge of playing instrument with a focus on keyboard skills and ukelele. Alongside this, the music curriculum supports students in developing their cultural capital and their understanding of the need for working in collaboration with others, developing their musical ability and improving self-esteem and confidence. Students will explore different genres and styles of music, identifying key features of each style and genre to develop practical skills and a develop knowledge and understanding of how music is created and produced. The curriculum draws on The National Curriculum as well as recommendations from the Model Music Curriculum whilst building on local and school-based development and the needs and specialisms of both students and teachers. 
Students work both independently and in groups to develop their understanding of musical techniques, compositional devices and knowledge around the core elements of music. Each student in KS3 has 2 hours of music lessons per fortnight. 
Those students that continue to study music at KS4 will gain knowledge and insight into the music industry including job roles in key areas of the entertainment industry. Students focus on the three main strands of music: performance, composition and listening. Each student who opts for music will have 6 hours of lessons per fortnight. 
The music curriculum upholds and imbeds Stoke High School’s values of Respect, Inspire, Achieve.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Extra-curricular music plays a key role in developing learners into well rounded, resilient musicians. There are opportunities to perform in concerts and festivals as well as open evenings and other appropriate whole school events. The main focus of this is singing and this is driven through lessons, rehearsals, choir practice as well as lunch time music clubs. There are developing opportunities for a Band Performance that will be put together and rehearsed with the support of the Music Teacher. We are also developing opportunities for students who learn an instrument to be part of these performances.
The lunch time music club also offers students the opportunity to come and play music to support and develop a love of music and an understanding of instrument skills. This includes piano, drums, guitar, ukelele and other percussion instruments. 
The music department offers a wide range of instrument lessons via peripatetic teaching. These lessons are taught by visiting peripatetic teachers and incur a cost for each 30-minute lesson however, subsidies are available for qualifying students (PP).  Lessons available for Piano, Acoustic/Electric/Bass Guitar, Singing, Drums, Brass and Violin. 


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	The music and drama departments work together each year to produce the school production which is an extended piece of musical theatre. Previous productions have included:
· Grease
· Adams Family
· Hairspray
· Shrek
· Little Shop of Horrors
· Annie.
This year, the structure and format of the ‘school production’ is developing to offer a wider range of performance opportunities to a wider range and ability of students.  As such, there will be no whole school Musical Theatre production, but instead a Christmas and Summer Festival that will combine Music, Drama and Performance. As such the Drama and Music department will work together to run suitable Music and Drama Clubs that allow students to express their abilities, skills and emerging talents in a themed performance event. 
Students will continue to run the technical side of the performance, designing and operating the lighting and operating the sound, including the microphones and track playback.  Students also work backstage and support with costume, prop and set design.
The Stoke Singers will take the annual trip to the local care homes to perform a Christmas concert for the residents. 


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	It is our aim to develop music further so that we are able to offer peripatetic lesson for a wider range of instruments.  We work closing with Norfolk and Suffolk Music Hub to develop the opportunities for students and are delighted to see students continuing instrument lessons from year 6. 
We are also exploring workshops and opportunities to connect with local artists and performers to enable students to experience a wide range of different musical instruments, styles and genres. 


Further information (optional)
	The Music department is constantly evolving and draws on the support and collaboration from other OAT academies.  We are currently actively involved in a Common Curriculum project whereby OAT is aiming to design a curriculum that encompasses the priorities of the Model Music Curriculum, the National Curriculum and the specialisms to the teachers throughout the Trust. This is currently being implemented in year 7, with years 8 and 9 to follow. 
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